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Item 8.01. Other Events
In meetings with securities analysts and investors to be held on May 19, 2020 in connection with a vaccine investor day, Dynavax Technologies
Corporation (the “Company”) intends to provide an update on its early-stage collaborations regarding the potential development of a vaccine for COVID19 containing the Company’s proprietary toll-like receptor 9 agonist adjuvant CpG-1018 (“CpG-1018”), the adjuvant used in the Company’s HEPLISAV-B
product. Accordingly, the Company is filing this Current Report on Form 8-K for the purpose of updating the disclosure contained in its prior filings with
the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), including its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2019, filed with the
SEC on March 11, 2020.
The update is that the Company expects that one or more of its collaboration partners will commence a Phase 1 clinical trial of a potential COVID19 vaccine as soon as July 2020.
However, there are risks and uncertainties inherent in vaccine research and development, including the timing of completing development, the
results of clinical trials, whether the vaccine will be approved for use, the extent of competition, and whether a vaccine can be successfully commercialized.
As a result, the Company’s collaborative efforts with respect to the development of a potential COVID-19 vaccine may not be successful. In addition, the
Company’s collaborators have primary responsibility for the development, conduct of clinical trials, and for seeking and obtaining regulatory approval, of a
potential vaccine for COVID-19 containing CpG-1018. The Company has limited or no control over its collaborators’ decisions, including the amount and
timing of resources that any of these collaborators will dedicate to such activities. If a collaborative partner fails to conduct collaborative activities
successfully, the development of a vaccine will be delayed, and may not occur at all. In addition, the Company relies a single supplier to produce CpG1018. The Company has filed patent applications for the use of CpG-1018 in COVID-19 and other vaccines. In addition, it relies on trade secret protection
and confidentiality and other agreements to protect its interests in proprietary know-how related to CpG-1018. If the Company is unable to adequately
obtain or enforce its proprietary rights in CpG-1018, it may be unable to realize any commercial benefit from the development of a vaccine for COVID-19
containing CpG-1018.
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